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be more monotonous and uninteresting than the study and practice of psychological medicine. We have heard the remark made again and again, both within and without the pale of the profession. And There is no one, in truth, in the present time, who is not aware of the large and abundant beneficence of the modern treatment of in sanity. But it happens that there is no one, howsoever deeply impressed with this conviction, who is not in some sense familiar with the antecedent miseries to which we have alluded ; and so overpowered by the thought of them as to attribute to the specialty of the psychologist a character to which it is by no means entitled. It is neither monotonous nor uninteresting. Its variety is proteiform ; its interest is not to be surpassed ; its comprehensiveness is not to be measured ; and there is no limit to its practical utility. The elaborate perfection of the physical and moral machinery by which the diviner element is restored to the fallen, woos the heart and understanding of every philanthropist.
And we are certain that no aspirant ever embarks in this special study, without becoming more and more enamoured of it as he proceeds, and more willing to surrender his entire energies to that which is beset with.so many difficulties and complications. These difficulties and complications, indeed, are the very circumstances which invest psychology with such peculiar interest, and enable the student to realize the intense fascination which is added to the investigation of physiological functions, when he is necessitated to step upon a higher platform, and (in the words of Guislain) " faire l'analyse des fonctions de rinteiligence, bien connaitre l'expression plvysiognomique des passions, la v'aleur des idees, la portee des actes et de la parole, et prendre philanthropist. " We have a peculiar pleasure, therefore, in drawing the attention of our readers to a work which is calculated to enhance the reputation of its author, and advance the interests of the most suffering portion of mankind, by placing before the medical profession, stamped with photographic accuracy, the physical and moral deviations which constitute insanity. Armed with its eminently practical contents, the student will be prepared to meet every variety of cerebral disturbance; and he will at the same time be struck with that comprehensive philosophy which would seek to anticipate evil, and regard disease as much under a preventive as under a curative aspect.
This circumstance gives an immense value to M. Morel's dissertation upon the etiology of insanity. We pass to it, therefore, at once, merely observing that the chapters thereupon are preceded by a very interesting historical sketch of the various theories and opinions which have obtained from the time of Hippocrates until now. Since the beginning of the present century those theories have resolved themselves into three different schools, each having its various representatives.
They are respectively the materialistic school, the immaterialistic school, and the school which, by a " theory of conciliation," attaches itself to both of the preceding, now attributing disease to purely mental, now to purely somatic causes. Of the materialistic school, which is alone based upon purely pathological facts, our author is an earnest disciple.
It may be stated, without fear of contradiction, that the accuracy of our statistics of insanity will be in the measure of our true acquaintance with its etiology. And yet (paradoxical as may seem the affirmation) the more we investigate our statistics, and attempt to formulate our experience, the more certain do we become of the difficulty of defining the real causes of disease: for our anxiety to tabulate increases our desire to define, and dwarfs the due importance " I receive insane patients daily at the Bicetre, in whom I can trace back the origin of their malady to nothing else but the habitual intoxication of their parents." (p. 157.) Esquirol ' cracked brains,' and have at first remained unnoticed, or been treated even with the most profound disdain, as much because of the mental condition of their authors, as because the brilliancy of those discoveries themselves was too far in advance of present and immediate knowledge ! These psychological phenomena, we repeat, are chiefly observed in men devoted to the study of theology and moral philosophy, to the sciences which treat of the relations between God and humanity, and which have for their direct and immediate object the destinies of man here below, his rights, his duties, his hopes, the means of ameliorating the lot of those who suffer?studies which are nurtured by and involve the development of the profouudest sensibility and the most ardent emotions." (Moreau, What has been said of the influence of nervopathic states upon the intelligential is equally applicable to the affective faculties?to that " virtualite tie Vdme humaine" which is the source of our emotions, our instincts, our desires, and in part also of the will; by which we love or hate, are inclined towards good or evil, are led to be useful or injurious to our fellow-creatures, and fulfil or infringe the requirements of absolute or conventional duty. The 
